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@ With every new forest fire or flood, and with every new report on the loss of wildlife or increase in
desertification, we are reminded that we rurgently need greater attention and efforts to conserve and sustainably
manage the world’s forests. Fewer natural disasters, a more stable climate, healthier people, and stronger
economies are just some of the benefits that we mstand to gain from helping forests to thrive.

@ But do we know enough about the world’s forests to take care of them properly? There is growing
international concern over the quality and availability of ytraining and education needed both to prepare those
whose daily work and decisions most closely impact the sustainable management of forests, and to inform new
generations who will look after forest resources in the future.

(@ We can only guess at how many children these days dream of being a forester when they grow up — likely
too few. For the sake of our forests, we have to turn (this situation around. We need talented students to enter
forest education programs. We need well-trained forest managers and policymakers. We need to provide more
opportunities for informal training and continuing education for forest communities and forest owners and
businesses. And we need to reach the broader public. After all, there is important work to do.

(@ Forests are the most biologically diverse ecosystems on land, home to the majority of terrestrial species of

animals and plants. lf forest education remains insufficient, outdated, and deteriorating in many places., we

will struggle to keep pace with changing societal demands on forests and increasing pressures on forest

resources.
(® We need to improve forest education — and more widely, public understanding of forests and forestry — to
help to prepare current and future ( e ) to do a better job of protecting land and water resources,

biodiversity, and livelihoods.

(Maria De Cristofaro and Andrew Taber, “Boosting Education for Greener Forests,” 2020, International

Institute for Sustainable Development XA Fb—HANEEZERE LTEIH)

https://sdg. iisd. org/commentary/guest—articles/boosting—education—for—greener—forests/
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outdated: no longer useful

deteriorate: become lower in value or quality
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